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Sweet are the uses of adversity.  
     ĭWilliam Shakespeare

During most of the winter, the larva of the emperor moth is encased in a tough, þ-
brous cocoon. In the spring months when it is about to break free from the cocoon, 
a pin-sized hole forms and the moth struggles to squeeze through it. The process 
is long and arduous. A little boy who had been studying the life cycle of the em-
peror moth decided to help the moth by gently cutting the hole wider. The emperor 
moth slipped out of its winter tomb more easily, but there was something wrong. 
The moth was bloated and its wings were wet and sticky. Little did the boy know 
that the emergence of the moth through a tiny opening serves a purpose. The tight 
þt is to ensure that excess ÿuid drains from the mothӚs body as well as to prepare 
the wings for ÿight.  Our children need to go through a similar process. To quote an 
unknown author, òWithout adversity, there is no progress.ó The process of raising 
our children should not be painful or humiliating and, with proper encouragement 
and guidance, it is beneþcial. To foster the positive aspects of this process, par-
ents and teachers need to work together. Communication is of utmost importance; 
trust is another essential ingredient. So parents, as we head into this school year 
together, let us collaborate for the success of the children.  
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WeӚre preparing to celebrate the sixth birthday of my daughter. All of us around 
the house have been building it up and she is very excited. Birthdays are huge in 
childhood. Being a man in the throws of mid-life, my birthday passes with little or 
no fanfare. It seems that, the older I get, though IӚm aware of my birthday, itӚs just 
another day. But birthdays are important. They are a celebration of the day we þrst 
experienced life outside our motherӚs womb and they are a reminder that we are 
aging. However you feel about birthdays, Scripture reminds us of the unique birth 
that is necessary for eternal life. Jesus said, òTruly, truly, I say to you, unless one 
is born again he cannot see the kingdom of Godó (Jn. 3:3). Just as physical birth is 
necessary to experience life on earth, spiritual birth is necessary to experience life 
in GodӚs kingdom. If I were to ask you your birthday you would probably give me 
a month and a date. How would you answer if I asked you for your òspiritual birth-
dayó? Have you been born again? If you have put your trust in Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins and have receive GodӚs gift of eternal life, then thank the 
Lord and celebrate GodӚs gift of salvation on your spiritual birthday! If you havenӚt, 
why not turn to God and receive forgiveness of all your sins and GodӚs righteous-
ness? Jesus said, ò...whoever comes to me I will never cast outó (Jn. 6:37b). Make 
today your new birthday!
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